THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST June 6, 2010
(CORPUS CHRISTI)
(Genesis 14:18-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Luke 91117)

“Do this in remembrance of me.”

The bloodless Sacrifice of bread and wine offergdvielchizedek, King of Salem(1®
Reading), and the five thousand feed by Jef@sspel Reading)point to the Institution
of the Eucharist which Paul narrated in his Firsttér to the Corinthian@™ Reading).
Paul begins by telling the people of Corinth tHs tradition of celebrating the Lord’s
Supper is one that goes back to Jesus Christ Hifis€lorinthians 11:23-25).

Yes, Jesus gave his precious Body and Blood tosusua food and drink. He made it
available to us in the form of Bread and Wine Japbless sacrifice like that offered by
Melchizedek. This is what the Church is celebratmgpy, in a special way, in the Feast
of the“Corpus Christi”.

Brothers and sisters, this Feast therefore, affarslsthe opportunity to give God
collective thanks for Christ's abiding presencehwits which is made visible in the
Eucharist. Christ is truly and wholly present wiik always in the Eucharist. Do we
really believe in his real presence and how doiwedut this belief?

Also this Feast gives us an opportunity to refeead to seek a better understanding of the
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ and ttepour attitude to it accordingly. In
the Eucharist Christ provides a visible means ohmmanicating his life to us so that we
can be fully alive. As he saitlyery truly, | tell you, unless you eat the fleshf the Son

of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in yodThose who eat my flesh and drink
my blood have eternal life, and | will raise thenpuwon the last day’(John 6:53-54).
How often do we, faithfully, hunger and thirst ftinis life-giving Body and Blood of
Jesus?

Jesus gave his Body to his followers as food as®Blood as drink in the context of the
Passover meal. So he was presenting himself asRassover Lamb. The Israelites in
Egypt had to eat the flesh of the Passover lamigeatify themselves as God’s own
people.

They marked their doorposts with its blood as & stgkeep away thangel of deathIf
the blood of an animal on the door post of the howfethe Israelites could save them
from theangel of death how much more would the precious Blood of Choistour lips
save us from the devil and from eternal death; égtihe power in the Blood of Christ.

The Eucharist isrue food anddrink but at the same time, it is very different fronegy
other food and drink. We transform ordinary footbiour own bodies buhe Eucharist
transforms us into the Body of ChristAs Ludwig Feuerbach rightly pointed outwe
become what we ealf. we do not experience the transforming powerhaf Eucharist, it
is probablynot because it is not true Body and Blood of Christut because obur



rotten faith and unworthiness.For as Saint Paul say$ll who eat and drink in an
unworthy manner, without discerning the Lord’s bodgat and drink judgment against
themselves. For this reason many of you are weald alh, and some have died{1
Corinthians 11:29-30).

Let us as from today approach the Eucharist witloee lively faith in the real presence
of Jesus in the Eucharistic species and we shpéreence therein God’s saving power
and transforming love.

GOD IS GOOD! ALL THE TIME!



