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Good Morning/Afternoon.  My name is Rick Martin and my family and I have been 

members here at the Cathedral for almost three years now.  Today is Stewardship of 

Ministry Sunday and I would like to take just a few moments to talk to you about 

service to our Church and to our community. But First, I would like to say thanks to 

each of you for what you bring to this worshiping community.  Your presence here 

today, is a truly a gift to us all. 

So what is service?  In our first reading today we heard examples of service from the 

Old Testament.  We heard that if we were to lend money to one of our poor 

neighbors, we should not act like an extortioner by demanding interest. We heard that 

if we were to take our neighbors cloak as a pledge, we should return it to him before 

sundown, since he may not have anything else to sleep in and to cover his body.   

I immediately noticed how both of these statements talked about how we should treat 

our neighbors.  I am sure that the reading was talking about not only our neighbors 

next door and down the street, but also our neighbors at our soup kitchens and 

shelters.  I am sure that it includes our neighbors at the Dorothy Day house or Manna 

House, our neighbors that are relying on our generous gifts of time, talent and 

treasure.  I am sure that it includes our neighbors here in our own church, who we all 

serve when we are lectors, Eucharistic ministers, altar servers, greeters and hospitality 

ministers, parish council members, choir members, school board members or any of 

the other exciting ministry opportunities that are available to us.  The Gospel today 

even tells us to treat our neighbor as ourselves. 

We can serve at our Church or out in our communities.  And I remind our young 

people that this includes you.  You are never too young to give of your time and 

talent to help someone else.  Everyone who is a member of the Church of Christ is 



called to a life of service.  In getting ready to talk to you today, I tried to recall when I 

may have first heard the call to serve.  I thought long and hard and couldn’t just look 

it up in my phones call history.  Then it struck me.   My call must have happened on 

January 22, 1961.  It happened at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Charlotte, NC.  It was the 

day that I was baptized.  It happened at a baptismal font similar to the one at the back 

of the church.  We have all been baptized into the Church of Christ, and it is in that 

baptism that we are all called to serve one another. 

Everyone who is a member of this faith community is called to be more Christ like.  I 

have found that in serving others I have been given many rewards from God.  

Yesterday at the Ministry of the Sick meeting I heard from many of the people there 

about how they got more out of the ministry than they gave into it.  I can tell you that 

I have felt the rewards in the hugs that I have received when I have helped someone 

in need, and have felt it strongly in the appreciative eyes of the ones I have given 

communion to.  So my Brothers and Sisters in Christ I challenge you.  Find 

something to get involved in.  Find your niche.  Find your place that will help to feed 

your soul. Find a ministry or a cause that you can support because when you are 

serving others, you will be following the two greatest commandments that Jesus 

spoke about in the Gospel today.  You will be showing your love of God, with all 

your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind, and you will be loving your 

neighbor as yourself.  

 


