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 Most of us are pretty familiar with Catholic Christianity – certainly with the 

story of Jesus Christ.  After all, we’ve read and heard the gospels for most of our 

lives.  In these first few weeks of Ordinary Time, as some of us are still clearing away 

the last of the Christmas decorations, we have the mystery of the Incarnation ringing 

in our ears.  We know that salvation came into the world when the eternal Son of God 

took on our frail human nature – his conception by the power of the Holy Spirit in the 

womb of his mother, the sinless Virgin Mary.  We recall his birth in a stable in 

Bethlehem, the chorus of angels, the homage of shepherds, the adoration of magi.  

And, of course, we know how the story ends – his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, 

his last supper with his disciples, betrayal in the garden, arrest, torture, condemnation 

and a criminal’s death.  Yes, we know that Christ died for us – and we remember that 

he rose, that he conquered death and took our human nature to the right hand of the 

Father.  The story of Christ is imprinted in our minds and in our hearts – we know the 

important events and we look forward each year to celebrating them – Christmas, 

Epiphany, Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Easter and, perhaps the most important 

celebration of all, the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time.  That’s right, today, the Third 

Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
 

 In our gospel, Jesus walks into the synagogue of his hometown, a place he had 

undoubtedly visited more times that he could count.  Given the scroll of the prophet 

Isaiah, Jesus read aloud:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed 

me to bring glad tidings to the poor.”  Rolling up the scroll, he simply said, “Today 

this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”  We hear these words and we can 

imagine the shock that the people in that Nazareth synagogue felt.  Israel had waited 

for generations for Isaiah’s prophecy to be fulfilled and here was the carpenter’s son 

– the boy they had watched grow up – here was Jesus claiming that the passage had 

been fulfilled in their hearing.  What was so special about Jesus, what was so special 

about today? 
 

To some extent, we share the skepticism of the people of Nazareth.  Oh, we 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the eternal Son of God, the Word Incarnate – but was 

Isaiah’s passage truly fulfilled that day in the synagogue?  Was Jesus just using a 

little poetic license – or was he trying to sound like Ezra and Nehemiah from our first 

reading.  “Today is holy to the Lord your God,” they told the people.  Was Jesus 

making the same point?  Shouldn’t he have said this passage was fulfilled when I was 

conceived of the Virgin Mary, when I was born in the flesh, when I was baptized in 

the Jordan?  Shouldn’t Jesus have said this passage will be fulfilled when I suffer, die 

and rise from the dead?  What was so special about that day in Nazareth?  The same 

thing that is special about this Third Sunday in Ordinary Time at the Cathedral of the 



Immaculate Conception in Memphis, Tennessee.  Today, this Scripture passage is 

fulfilled in your hearing. 
 

 You see, Jesus was pointing those people in the synagogue, pointing us to an 

important spiritual truth.  We can learn from God’s activity in the past, we can 

remember his great deeds and be inspired and comforted by them, but we cannot 

meet God there.  We can look forward to heaven, to a future of peace and justice, but 

we cannot be sustained by God in the present if we only look for him in the future.  

Jesus was telling us what the great mystics of our tradition have borne witness to for 

centuries – as humans, we encounter God only in the present.  Yesterday may have 

been holy, tomorrow may be holy – but for us, only today is truly holy – for only in 

this moment, only today can we meet God. 
 

 What does it mean that we encounter God only in the present?  What does it 

mean that today is holy?  Well, it means that most of us need to alter the way we 

think, the way we live our lives.  We spend way too much time reliving the past or 

worrying about the future.  In our minds everything was perfect a few years ago (even 

though we didn’t think of it as perfect at the time).  In our minds, everything can be 

perfect in the future if only something or someone will change.  Countless times over 

the last couple of months, for example, many of us remembered Christmases past and 

were sad that we no longer had little children in the home or that we were separated 

by miles from family and friends.  And yet we realize that children grow up, that 

careers often take family in different directions, that one year will never be exactly 

like the last.  God was undoubtedly present in our families in the past, but that doesn’t 

mean that he has abandoned us.  He still longs for an encounter with us – with each of 

us, not yesterday, not tomorrow, but today – because it is today that is holy to the 

Lord your God.  In so many ways we need to stop living in the past, but we also need 

to stop placing limits on God by living only in the future.  Our lives would be great, 

we tell ourselves – we’d be truly blessed – if only we had a better job or a better 

house, if only we had more money, or more time, if only everyone else’s children 

were as perfect as mine.  We’ll find God some day, we tell ourselves, if only God 

starts to see things my way and gets the rest of these things, these distractions, these 

people out of the way. As the old saying goes, life is what happens while you are 

waiting for something better to come along.  God may indeed bless us in the future, 

but he is ready to meet us today.  Today is the only time when we will encounter 

God.  God transcends time – we humans do not.  We can spend our lives longing for 

the good ole days or waiting for better times ahead – or we can spend our lives in 

communion with the living God in the here and now.  Today this Scripture passage is 

fulfilled in your hearing.  Today is holy to the Lord your God. 


