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 Space – the final frontier.  When my generation first heard those words, all 

those years ago, we were invited to observe a five-year mission:  to explore strange 

new worlds, to seek out new life and new civilizations, to boldly split an infinitive 

and go where no one has gone before.  Yes, the crew of the Starship Enterprise 

took those of us old enough to remember –and those who have watched in reruns 

and sequels and prequels and now in re-launches – on a seemingly endless trek 

through our imaginary future.  It was an entertaining journey at warp speed, and 

along the way we encountered a wide variety of life-forms – Klingons and Vulcans 

and Romulans and Tribbles and even Cardassians (long before we were trying to 

keep up with them) – each with a unique perspective on the universe.  We hung 

around for the ride in large measure because we could identify with this eclectic 

crew who were pioneers on a journey into the unknown.  Sometimes they would be 

confronted by a civilization much more advanced than their own.  At other times, 

they found a more primitive community who could benefit from the Federation’s 

technological advances.  It was at these times that the Enterprise came face-to-face 

with the Federation’s “Prime Directive”:  a prohibition against interfering in the 

lives and cultures of those they encountered.  Though tempted to play god with the 

lives of the innocents they stumbled upon, Captains Pike and Kirk and Picard and 

Sisko and Janeway and Archer and Lorca and their crews usually obeyed the Prime 

Directive.  They refrained from using their power; they resisted the temptation to 

play God. 

 

 This was, in a sense, the same temptation with which Jesus was faced in 

today’s gospel.  At the very beginning of Jesus’ journey of ministry, the devil tried 

to entice him into using his superior power to alter the physical world.  Satan 

attempted to cajole Jesus into transforming rocks into bread, into ruling the world, 

and into testing his heavenly father.  Jesus, of course, would have none of it.  I 

suppose we could say that, like the Enterprise crew, Jesus declined to play God.  

Yet that seems to deny the very truth that Jesus was and is God.  So what does 

today’s gospel mean?  It means quite simply that Jesus refused to play the devil’s 

version of God, some false combination of an autocrat and a magician.  No, Jesus 

doesn’t play God.  Instead, Jesus shows us what it means to dwell with and in God, 

to be God, but to be fully human as well.  Only by embracing his humanity, by 

opening his arms on the cross, did Jesus return to the Father.  He took the devil’s 

idea of what God was supposed to do – and, incidentally, the world’s view as well 

– and turned them upside down.  Throughout Christ’s life and ministry – 



throughout his own three-year mission, Jesus reveals to us that God is not to be 

found in the grand gesture or in the exercise of power – all of the things that the 

devil tempted him to do.  No, God is found in the simplicity and humility of love.   

 

 That is our life’s mission – and especially our forty-day mission of Lent – to 

allow God’s love to find us and to draw closer to him in the person of the Incarnate 

Word, in the person of Jesus Christ.  But to accomplish this task, we must 

disregard most of what the world has to tell us about who God is and how to find 

him.  Like the devil whom Jesus encountered, their notions are false.  Our society 

tells us that God is found in the fleeting smoke of wealth and popularity.  We 

worship at the altars of science and technology.  We burn candles before the icons 

of youth and beauty.  And our daily processions lead us not to tabernacles but to 

bank vaults.  In the first reading, we heard Moses instruct the people of Israel to 

sacrifice their first fruits to God in gratitude for delivering them from the land of 

Egypt.  All too often our sacrifices are not for God or his people, but for a bigger 

house, a nicer car, a more exciting vacation.  This Lent, we must alter our course.  

Our journey must be different. 

 

 Through the Lenten practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, the Church 

invites us to change direction, to set a course for our heavenly home.  Now our 

inclination is to do this by seizing control, by showing our strength, by grasping 

hold of sin and throwing it out.  If today’s gospel teaches us anything, it is that 

control is the ultimate temptation.  Through Jesus, our salvation comes not in the 

raw exercise of power but in humbly trusting and loving God – the same love that 

saw the Israelites through forty years in the desert, the same love that kept Jesus on 

the cross, the same love that the world calls foolish.  Love is God’s Prime 

Directive.  Make it so. 


